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" Iam a Woman. Please Don't ever refer to me
as a person with a uterus, birthing person or

person who menstruates. How would people not

realize how degrading this is!" —Ana Kasparian

I quoted this quote as the recent incident
happened in India was haunting me. Our new
president / Draopadi Murmuji was addressed as
"Rashtrapatni" by a male-minded person in the
parliament. This shows how we are obsessed with
gender-centric language. Of course very recently
we are trying for gender-neutral languages.

A man was asked once, "What is a woman?"
And the answer was — "A woman is a person who
is capable of giving birth to a baby."

Is this the only quality, the only sign, the only

Being a
Woman

Saroj Ghatge

Pune

attribute of a woman?

No not at all ! Of course, first of all, I would
like to specify that being a woman doesn't mean
at all being against men, no never! For some men-
brain think otherwise. For them being a woman
means being a model on the advertisements of
male products, like beard lotion or perfumes
or men underwear's! You will see her beauty
face with her other curves printed on fashion
magazines. They all want their trade having higher
graph with these curves & enchanting faces!

The good thing is that genderless fashion has
given people the freedom to dress as they want.
Fashion is breaks the binary.

I think, from the times unknown being a
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woman is being Gargi, Maitheli, it mean being
intelligent, having opinions & discussing serious
religious or any other socially important issues
with men.

Being a woman is being Ahilyabai Holkar,
Tararani, Zansi ki Rani or Jijamata. Having all
adorable 'woman qualities' & Still making their
place in men bastion.

According to me, being a woman means being
Anandi Gopal, the First Indian Female doctor,
being a Australian politician who breastfed her
body on the Senate Floor on 10" May, 2017, being
Kalpana Chawala, being Malala Usufzali, the
Nobel winner.

For me, being a woman means being Usha
Kiran, the first Cobra battalion Commando

she reaches to puberty stage, |Id=d1 3Td =d is
the motto of her life, she is told how to sit, how
to smile, how her body languages and verbal lan-

guage should be! I remember one "Short' A4
FUTToRH Sheh e AT, HISA BTk Hel qga -
e gz T, a1 Al iRl Treedt
A B SARMEIEE TS, T A A T8 TeTeIas ?
TR o,

T BV Hiftfeics ST TR &9 0 R
377 fae < oTsht et ol et ‘oo smeeel, ekt
HHdI.

But there are women who are breaking many
"glass ceilings' and saying "No' means "No' to gas
lighting.

in Indian army, being a bus
conductor, being a truck driver,
being a pilot, being a goods train
driver.

All these women, in Caroline
Jones words, are like the sun.
They are path finders. They are
path makers, crossing, handling all
adversities & Leading their fellow
women, or may I say, fellow
persons.

This leads me to think of
myself, how I identify myself,
and it churns me to think, why do I say [ am Sou/
Mrs. X/Y' why do I must / I display my marital
status? Why can't be I, just X or just Y. Mental
conditioning ? Do think.

In the whole world, women are looked down
upon. In war, during natural calamities, during
riots and many man-made disasters, sufferers are
women & children. Women are objectified by
men. They are allowed to be pretty, cute, sexy but
not allowed to have opinions, not taken graciously
for her being smarter than men.

Child marriages and sexual violence against
women is becoming unavoidable in every so-
ciety in India. Women are considered vulner-
able & many a times, they are! "Suffering'! the
words "suffering, agony, pain, betrayal seems
synonyms to the word woman. She has to fight
from the womb of her mother. Mother, herself be-
ing a woman doesn't want to bare a girl fetes as
she knew what sufferings are lying ahead! What
a tragedy! Then when it comes to choice, a boy
is sent to school & enjoys his childhood & a girl
is denied her basic right to education. And when

go / forgn gua : e R0R¥

"The doubters, the naysayers
who gave me hell & said I could
not, I would not, I must not, Your
resistance made me stronger,
made me push harder, made me
the fighter that [ am today." This
is Madonna, woman of the year
2016.

But slowly the scene is
changing at least in some areas.
'Many men respect & appreciate
women. There were Maharshi
Karve, Jyotiba Phule, Raja Ram
Mohan Roy who fought for women's education
and the disgusting tradition like "Sati"

Very recently the first and a large number of
home buyers were single women. They are facing
every ups & downs, highs & lows with zeal and
zest, with pride and confidence with adventure
and pain too.

But every woman has to stand for her own
self. She has to become a voice for voiceless. We
have to work harder and be better to make a dent
wherever we can.

It is said or may be assumed that men love
women who love being "woman' But we, women
will not fall for this, we will be 'persons', 'Persons'
with grace, dignity, confidence and having self-
esteem. We will have to become 'PERSONS.' So
my dear friends, Make A Difference' Act Now —

If not me, Who?

In not now, When?

Cell No. 9011076265
oo
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ferom A °@t S.N.D.T Pune HYH Fine Arts i)
TH. T, heh. SH1. 21, ACH M0 TH. T, X STHAHT AR,
e, Tie, SHeHRRI, TeIeR, 79, TR, SMfterH,
ST, ool ARG 3T Tfeard! ade Uit
FTIRRIE =Y 3707 T Fedl.

TEE] Il FHIAT STEART A1 U qUATde 3T




2. HTAHE 3T ok TG I Bidoh, STl S Ad o
TR TRITEA T &9 R, 307 Jrel fSfeeh qreasiaes
STHUIR SH 21 fiideh qrel SHErehIiErR ST 81 S,
T X3 oY forThoheA1 &I A qUicles HeRTaol
I o) 3T, ST Yoo &1 31f%eh Customized
Paintings 3701 wall Murals Al 3T, quITd T
QUATETETE! s el T dareies S8, HHTSRN 8,
TN TR STIOT TS FH0T A1 TS G Hes
T hl 29 3 s &9 M Shesar-ave A 55
S 3R, T TSI 37| 1 Fhcseho aTEad el
3T, Something For Yourself Art Studio =41 HIEFHIG
2l ﬂ'IH@Jﬁ Customized Paintings, Wall Murals oy

Painting On Silk Pashminas, sarees, kurtas EIHEll
fAfedt shar.

?]%% © R0R3 AT HIBM T 3Teh Tl I
U 91 o> ST, TN qUPiies JEsyHot
® Group show in Bharti Vidyapeeth
Art Gallery, Sangali 1999
® Solo show in uburn Hills Community

Center, uburn Hills , Michigan, U.S.. (Nov 2006)
Solo show in Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, U.S.. (Dec 2011)

Group show in Darpan Art Gallery,

Pune (May 2014)

Ist International Kala Mela at Indira Gandhi
National Center for Arts, Organised by

Lalit Kala Academy, New Delhi (Feb 2018)
Participated in a group show 'Lalana
Kalamahosthav' in Yashwantrao

Chavhan Kaladalan, Pune (March 2018)
Participated in Pune Festival Group show in
Balgandharv Art Gallery ( Sep 2018)

Group show in Darpan Art Gallery, Pune
(Oct 2018)

Email : somethingforyou2017gmail.com

Contact : 7378355667
'Y
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e S0 FHSTAT W1 YUaRT S T
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